Ethics in an
Age of Terror
and Genocide

I[dentity and
Moral Choice

Kristen Renwick Monroe



Ethics in an Age of
Terror and Genocide

[ €

IDENTITY AND MORAL CHOICE

Kristen Renwick Monroe

PRINCETON UNIVERSITY PRESS

PRINCETON AND OXFORD



Copyright © 2012 by Kristen R. Monroe
Requests for permission to reproduce material from this work
should be sent to Permissions, Princeton University Press

Published by Princeton University Press, 41 William Street,
Princeton, New Jersey 08540
In the United Kingdom: Princeton University Press, 6 Oxford Street,
Woodstock, Oxfordshire OX20 1TW

All Rights Reserved
Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data

Monroe, Kristen R., 1946-
Ethics in an age of terror and genocide : identity and
moral choice / Kristen Renwick Monroe.
p.cm. —
(Pt. 1. the puzzle—Introduction—The Holocaust and genocide—
Pt. 2. a study in contrasts—Tony: rescuer—Beatrix: bystander—

Kurt: soldier for the nazis—Fritz: Nazi propagandist—Florentine: unrepentant
political Nazi—Pt. 3. cracking the code—The political psychology of genocide—
A theory of moral choice—Conclusion: the psychology of difference)
Includes bibliographical references and index.
ISBN 978-0-691-15137-3 (hardcover) —

ISBN 978-0-691-15143-4 (pbk.)

1. Terrorism—Moral and ethical aspects. 2. Terrorism—Moral and ethical aspects—
Case studies. 3. Genocide—Moral and ethical aspects. 4. Genocide—
Moral and ethical aspects—Case studies. I. Title.

HV6431.M655 2012
172'.1—dc22 2011009533

British Library Cataloging-in-Publication Data is available
This book has been composed in Minion Pro
Printed on acid-free paper.
press.princeton.edu
Printed in the United States of America

1 357 9 10 8 6 4 2



But what else could I do? They were human beings like you and me.

—Rescuer of Jews during the Holocaust

But what could I do? I was one person, alone against the Nazis.

—Bystander, World War II
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thank them only anonymously.’

The first interviews for this book were conducted in 1988, and I have thought
and talked about this project a great deal over the years. My thanks to all those
who listened and shared their insight thus must be extensive, and I apologize that
space constraints restrict my ability to mention all of those who were so kind and
helpful.
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