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Note on Third Edition

This is an extensively revised and expanded edition of this book. The
first edition (498 pp.) appeared in 1982 and the second (509 pp.) in
1989. The many new documents and other changes in this edition
reflect the wide range of new developments in this field in the 1990s.
This edition incorporates developments and depositary information
(lists of states parties to treaties) which is up to date as of 12 August
1999, the fiftieth anniversary of the adoption of the four 1949 Geneva
Conventions.

There are six new treaty documents. In chronological order: the
1994 Convention on the Safety of UN and Associated Personnel (the
relation of which to the laws of war is discussed in the prefatory note);
the 1995 Protocol IV on Blinding Laser Weapons, which is annexed to
the 1980 Convention on Certain Conventional Weapons (CCW); the
1996 Amended Protocol II on Prohibitions or Restrictions on the Use
of Mines, Booby-Traps and Other Devices, annexed to the same Con-
vention; the 1997 Ottawa Convention Prohibiting the Use, Stockpiling,
Production and Transfer of Anti-personnel Mines; the 1998 Rome
Statute of the International Criminal Court (extracts); and the 1999
Second Hague Cultural Property Protocol.

We have also included seven new non-treaty documents: the pocket
card of US Rules of Engagement used in the 1991 Gulf War; the 1993
Statute of the Yugoslavia tribunal, and the 1994 Statute of the Rwanda
tribunal (extracts in both cases); the 1994 San Remo Manual on armed
conflicts at sea; the 1994 guidelines on the protection of the environ-
ment in war drawn up by the International Committee of the Red
Cross and the UN General Assembly (both the latter documents are
authoritative but informal guides to the law); the 1996 Advisory
Opinion of the International Court of Justice on the legality of the
threat or use of nuclear weapons (extract); and the 1999 UN Secretary-
General’s Bulletin on observance by UN forces of international
humanitarian law.

Two documents in the first two editions have been excluded: the
1907 Hague Convention VI on the status of enemy merchant ships at
the outbreak of hostilities, and the 1971 Zagreb Resolution of the Insti-
tute of International Law on the application of the laws of war to UN
forces. We have also excluded the second edition’s brief postscript to
the 1925 Geneva Protocol providing extracts from the final declaration
of the January 1989 Paris Conference on the Prohibition of Chemical
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Weapons. An exposition of the principles underlying the inclusion and
exclusion of documents, and the basis on which the lists of states parties
have been compiled, is contained in the Introduction.

The editorial matter from the second edition has been revised to take
into account the many diplomatic, legal, and military developments
since 1989, and new writings in the field. In particular, the Introduction
has been rewritten and expanded, with new sections on historical
origins of the law; on application of the law in situations which may not
constitute armed conflicts; on rationales and criticisms of the law;
and on the arrangement, titles, and texts of documents. The prefatory
notes to all of the documents contain numerous changes, including
more extensive cross-references to other relevant documents and to
commentaries. The concluding notes, with the lists of states parties,
have been revised and updated. There is a new appendix on internet
websites and CD-ROMs. The bibliography and index have been exten-
sively revised.

The texts of the treaties as published in the second edition have not
required amendment other than one letter in Article 27, paragraph 1,
of the 1907 Hague Regulations (‘buildings’ instead of ‘building’), and
two transposed letters in 1907 Hague Conventions VII and VIIIL.

In this edition we have ascribed treaties to the year in which the text
was adopted, rather than (where different) the year of opening for
signature: regarding the treaties that were included in the second
edition, this change affects only the 1976 ENMOD and 1980 CCW

Conventions.
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