British
Parliamentary
Debates on the
Armenian

Genocide,

1915-1918

Ara Sarafian
and
Eric Avebury



Presented to
Yerevan State University Library
by Tony S. Kahve
London, England
2005



British Parliamentary Debates
on the
Armenian Genocide

1915-1918

Eric Avebury (foreword)
Ara Sarafian (comp., ed. and intro.)



G144 %

SUeol fR75

Published by Taderon Press, PO Box 2735, Reading RG4 8GF, England by
arrangement with the Gomidas Institute

© 2003 Ara Sarafian. All Rights Reserved

ISBN 1-903656-11-7

For comments and inquiries please contact:

Gomidas Institute Gomidas Institute
PO Box 208 PO Box 32665
Princeton, New Jersey 08542 London W14 0XT
USA UK

Email: books@gomidas.org
Web: www.gomidas.org



Table of Contents

Foreword by Eric Avebury
Introduction by Ara Sarafian

Debates:

28 July 1915, Reported Massacres in Armenia (Viscount Bryce,
Earl of Cromer, Archbishop of Canterbury, Marquess of Crewe)

6 October 1915, The Armenian Massacres (Earl of Cromer,
Marquess of Crewe, Viscount Bryce)

12 October 1915, Turkey (Massacre of Armenians)
(Aneurin Williams to Sir E. Grey, Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs)

21 October 1915, Armenia (Massacres) (Commander Bellairs,
Lord Robert Cecil, Under-Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs)

16 November 1915, Armenian Atrocities (Aneurin Williams,
T. P O’Connor, Lord Robert Cecil, Under-Secretary of State for
Foreign Affairs, Major Lane Fox)

23 August 1916, Armenia (Mr. Bird, Lord Robert Cecil)

21 December 1916, Armenian Massacres (Aneurin Williams,
Lord Robert Cecil, T. P O’Connor)

1916, Massacre of Armenians (Sir Edwin Cornwall,
Lord Robert Cecil)

1917, War Situation: Prime Minister’s Review...
(David Lloyd George, Prime Minister)

12 November 1918, Armenia (Sir Ramsay MacDonald,
Mr. Balfour, Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs)

14

14

28

28

29

29

30



iv British Parliamentary Debates on the Armenian Genocide, 1915-1918

18 November 1918, Consolidated Fund (Appropriation) Bill
(Aneurin Williams, Sir George Greenwood, Major Peel, Sir ]. Spear,
Mr. Hugh Law, Mr. Ponsonby, Lord Robert Cecil Under-Secretary
of State for Foreign Affairs, Colonel Wedgewood)

Appendix

I. Allied Declaration of 23 May 1915(British text)
II. Report by the Committee on Armenian Atrocities (4 October 1915)
III. Two Eye-Witness Accounts of the Armenian Genocide

31

59

91



Foreword

This book is a compilation of references to the Armenian Genocide in both
Houses of Parliament during and immediately after the Great War of 1914-18,
together with some of the materials on which Members based their assessments.
It shows that Parliament was active then, not only in drawing attention to the
Genocide, but in correctly identifying it as ‘absolutely premeditated and
systematic’. Today, there is a great deal of additional evidence in the public
domain, from the archives of the central powers and the Ottomans, and from
hundreds of poignant letters and diaries of survivors and independent witnesses,
confirming that initial verdict.

The debates assumed that the survivors of the Genocide would be restored to
their lands under international protection, with the United States mentioned as
the likely trustee power. Not to allow the Armenians to govern themselves in the
areas where they were the major element before the war would ‘put a premium on
massacre’, as Aneurin Williams said. Tragically, the commitment evaporated, just
as the promises made to refugees ethnically cleansed in Bosnia have been
forgotten even sooner in our own time.

Another note would be familiar to a modern audience: the Genocide was part
of a policy which, according to Viscount Bryce, had been entertained for some
time, but the Ottoman authorities ‘hesitated to put it into practice until they
thought the favourable moment had come’. As with Hitlers attempts to
exterminate the Jews, there had been earlier massacres and lesser violations of
human rights, but the final solution had to await the cover of a world war.

Nor could anybody reading the evidence escape the conclusion that there is
another parallel with the Holocaust. As Goldhagen writes in Hitlers Willing
Executioners, ordinary Germans were persuaded to participate actively in the
murder, torture and rape of Jews because they had been thoroughly indoctrinated
with the notion that Jews were evil and a threat to the German state. The Nazis
added the gas chambers, but they still had the death marches, in which Jewish
victims were deprived of basic human needs, given no medical attention, and



