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Dedicated, with love, to my daughter Valeska

* X X

Caminante, son tus huellas
el camino, y nada mis;
caminante, no hay camino,
se hace camino al andar.

Al andar se hace camino,

y al volver la vista atrés

se ve la senda que nunca

se ha de volver a pisar.
Caminante, no hay camino,
sino estelas en la mar.

Antonio Machado, 1917

Wanderer, it is your tracks

And nothing more, that are the road;
Wanderer, there is no road:

The road is made by walking.

By walking is the road made

And, on looking backwards,

One can see the path

One will never tread again.
Wanderer, there is no road,

But only wakes upon the sea.

Translated by Alasdair Lean



ILLUSTRATIONS

Illustration on back cover: a very rare Caucasian kazak sevan from the year
1891, probably from an Armenian church, as it has two crosses in the medal-
lions and the first letters of the word “God” in Armenian. The inscription
means “Holy Carpet” [by kind permission of Nalbandian-Tapis d’Orient,
Beirut-Ashrafiyeh].

Spine: Bishop’s crosier with six dragon’s heads in the shape of serpents. The ser-
pent, as a symbol of wisdom, is a frequent figure in Armenian art. Van, eigh-

teenth century.

Frontispiece: a kashkar (Armenian cross sculpted in stone), Cilicia, 1723.



CONTENTS

Map

Preface by Yehuda Bauer
Prologue by Huberta von Voss
Acknowledgements

PartI: Introduction

1.

Between Ararat and the Caucasus: Portrait of a Tiny Country in Five
Lessons
Tessa Hofmann

. The Armenian Genocide: An Interpretation

Vahakn N. Dadrian

. The Turkish Denial of the Armenian Genocide in its European

Context
Taner Ak¢am

. The Silent Partner: Imperial Germany and the Young Turks’ Policy of

Annihilation
Wolfgang Gust

Part II: Portraits from Around the World

History

5.

6.

7.

The Investigator: Vahakn N. Dadrian, Genocide Scholar
(Cambridge, MA)

Huberta von Voss

A Foundation of Facts and Fiction: The Poet and Writer Peter
Balakian (Hamilton, NY)

Huberta von Voss

The Memory of Cilicia: Claude Mutafian, Historian and
Mathematician (Paris)

Dorothea Hahn

Lord of the Books: Vartan Gregorian, President of the Carnegie
Corporation (New York City)

Huberta von Voss

19

36

45

61

67

72

77



Words

9. Shadows and Phantoms: Michael J. Arlen, Writer and Media Critic
(New York City) 83
Huberta von Voss
10. The Ashes of Smyrna: Marjorie Housepian Dobkin, Writer
(New York City) 88
Huberta von Voss
11. The Tracker: Nouritza Matossian, Writer and Actress

(London and Nicosia) 93
Huberta von Voss
12. Difficult Truths: Nancy Kricorian, Writer (New York City) 929

Hrag Vartanian

13. A Seedbed of Words: Hrant Dink, Editor-in-chief of the Armenian
Newspaper Agos (Istanbul) 104
Huberta von Voss

14. La Femme révoltée: Human Rights Activist and President of the
Armenian PEN Center, Anna Hakobyan (Yerevan) 109
Rainer Hermann

15. Vocation: Azgayin gortsich. Zori Balayan: An Intellectual
(Karabakh-Yerevan) 113

Tessa Hofmann

Faith

16. The Catholicos of All Armenians: His Holiness Karekin II
(Echmiadzin) 121
Rainer Hermann

17. The Modernizer with the Miter: His Holiness Aram I, Catholicos
of the Great House of Cilicia (Antelias, Beirut) 126
Huberta von Voss

18. Referee on a Slippery Pitch: His Beatitude Mesrop I1, Patriarch of
the Armenians in Turkey (Istanbul) 130
Huberta von Voss

19. With Cellphone and Habit on Lord Byron’s Island: Father Grigoris
and the Novice Artour (San Lazzaro, Venice) 134
Huberta von Voss

Arts and Architecture

20. Son of an Amazon: Ashot Bayandur, Painter (Nicosia and Yerevan) 143
Huberta von Voss

21. Seismograph of Different Worlds: Painter Sarkis Hamalbashian
(Gyumri and Yerevan) 146
Huberta von Voss



22. Firzcarraldo in the Olive Grove: Garo Keheyan, Philanthropist
and Impresario (Nicosia) 149
Huberta von Voss

23. Ibis Eyes: Artist and Poetess Anna Boghiguian (Alexandria and Cairo) 153
Huberta von Voss

Film and Photography

24. Screening Histories: The Film-maker Atom Egoyan (Toronto) 159
Ian Balfour

25. Hollywood in Downtown Cairo: Van Leo, Photographer (Cairo) 164

Huberta von Voss

26. Beyond All Limits: On the Art of Film-maker Artavazd Peleschjan
(Moscow) 168
Gerald Mart

Music

27. The Voice of France: Charles Aznavour, alias Varenagh Aznavourian
(Paris) 175
Pascale Hugues

28. Under the Stars: Accordion-player Madame Anahit on the Alleys
of Beyoglu (Istanbul) 180
Christiane Schloetzer-Scotland

Commitment

29. Ways to Identity: Berge Setrakian, President of the Armenian
General Benevolent Union (New York City) 187
Huberta von Voss

30. Daily Bread of Resolutions: Hilda Tchoboian, President of the
Euro-Armenian Federation (Brussels) 193
Daniela Weingaertner

Politics and Diplomacy

31. From Diamonds to Diplomacy: Vartan Oskanian, Armenia’s
Minister of Foreign Affairs (Yerevan) 201
Rainer Hermann

32. Armenia’s Attorney on the Banks of the Seine: Minister Patrick

Devedjian, Legal Adviser to French President Chirac (Paris) 205
Michaela Wiegel

33. In the Mission Quicksands: Benon Sevan, Ex-Undersecretary
General of the United Nations (New York City) 209

Huberta von Voss



34. The Man with the Mirror: The Armenian Ambassador to the OSCE
and to International Organizations in Vienna, Jivan Tabibian (Vienna) 214
Huberta von Voss

Life Images

35. Courier of the Czar: The Petrossian Caviar Empire and Its Owner,
Armen Petrossian (Paris) 221
Gil Eilin Jung

36. End of a Long Journey: The Sexton Michael Stephen and the
Armenians in India (Madras) 227
Jochen Buchsteiner

37. The Skeptic of the Jaffa Gate: Kevork Hintlian (Jerusalem) 232
Paul Badde

38. “Excuse me, how do I get to the front?” The Brothers Monte and
Markar Melkonian (Los Angeles) 237
Michael Krikorian

39. The Everyday Life of a Hero: Levon Arutunyan, Veteran of the
Karabakh War (Yerevan) 243
Rainer Hermann

40. The Magic of the Opal: The Jeweler Varoojan (John) Iskenderian
(Sydney) 247
Ron Knight

41. ;Habl4s armenio? Rosita Youssefian, Teacher of Armenian
(Buenos Aires) 252
Josef Oehrlein

42. Portrait of Survival: Reflections on the Life of Vahram S. Touryan
(Pasadena) 256
Lorna Touryan Miller

43. Grande Dame of the Myths: Archeologist Nina Jidejian (Beirut) 262
Huberta von Voss

44. A Perfectly Normal Story: Alfred and Ophelia Mouradian (Berlin) 265
Jochen Mangelsen

Part III: Symbeolic Places

45. Swan Song in the Holy Land: The Armenian Quarter in Jerusalem 271
Joerg Bremer

46. Last Stop: The Desert of Deir-es-Zor 275
Nouritza Matossian

47. Gangway to Life: The Armenian Quarter of Bourj Hammoud
in Beirut 282
Victor Kocher

48. Struggle for Survival: Franz Werfel and the Armenians of Musa Dagh 287
Hannes Stein



49. An Eye for an Eye: The Assassination of Talaat Pasha on the
Hardenbergstrasse in Berlin
Tessa Hofmann

50. Inch Piti Asem? What should I say? The Tsitsernakaberd Genocide
Memorial in Armenia
Mark Grigorian

Epilogue
The Dichotomy of Truth and Denial and the Remembrance of a
Courageous Turk (Toronto)
K.M. Greg Sarkissian

Key Dates in Armenian History
Glossary

Additional Reading Material
Notes on Contributors

292

298

305

313
325
327
333



*Sig

Caspian Sea

107-8@-118Q

. ury-in-sey

nyequediqg

eag yoelg

* eoseseD




PREFACE

The Armenian genocide in Ottoman Turkey, mainly during World War I, was a
historical tragedy of vast significance. This book is an attempt not only to describe
the facts and consequences of the genocide but also, and perhaps even principally,
to present the Armenians to the foreign reader: their culture, customs, and
society—matters the non-Armenian public is hardly acquainted with.

Indeed, present-day Armenian society, both that of the diaspora and that of the
independent Armenian state, is marked—one might even say branded—by the
memory of the genocide; nor is this surprising. Parallels exist with other ethnic
groups that have been victims of massacres and genocides that, in the same way
as the Armenians, suffer a collective trauma: Jews, Tutsis, the Roma (“Gypsies”),
and others. The only way to deal with this trauma, apparently, is to face it and
elaborate what has happened with as much realism and objectivity as possible.
The fact that modern Turkey rejects responsibility for the genocide perpetrated by
a former, very different, imperial Ottoman Turkish government—they continue
to deny it, in the face of great masses of documentation—makes the task of
elaborating the trauma considerably harder. Other nations do not necessarily
deny a genocide committed by previous generations. Present-day Americans talk
openly of the genocide of the American Indians. Not only do the Germans
recognize the National Socialist regime’s accountability for the Shoah and the
genocide of Gypsies and Poles, but the one carried out by imperial Germany
against the Herreros in present-day Namibia at the beginning of the twentieth
century is also openly discussed. Cambodia recognizes the mass slaughter carried
out by the Pol Pot regime, and there are other examples.

The Armenian genocide, as Vahakn N. Dadrian constantly reminds us, was
thoroughly tried by a Turkish military tribunal in 1919. But, since then, Turkish
governments—which are actually based on the rejection of the Young Turks
regime, which led the country not only to the genocide but also to a national
catastrophe—have embarked on an official campaign in Orwellian fashion to
brand the historical events enemy propaganda. One hopes that perhaps we are
today on the threshold of a new era in which Turkish society no longer fears
recognizing reality as such. For as long as this does not take place, there is no
question of a modern, liberal Turkish society developing; to reject denial, then, is
fundamental for Turkey itself.
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This book, so to speak, has the obligation to talk about the genocide, but also
tries to describe the past as well as the present, without fear of exercising self-
criticism. Present-day Armenia, a tiny country, poor, and torn by internal strife,
is described in detail and with great critical sympathy. The typical customs and
traditions of the Armenians are presented here, perhaps for the first time in a
Western language. One realizes that the Armenians are one of the most ancient
nations in existence, who settled in large state-like communities in parts of
present-day Anatolia and the southern Caucasus more than three thousand years
ago. Christianity took hold there at the beginning of the fourth century, earlier
than in many other parts of the ancient world. Thus the Armenians can
legitimately claim to have been the first people to accept the new religion.
Armenian script was invented at that time, and Armenian literature developed
over the ages, in which Armenian civilization alternated between flourishing and
decaying periods.

All this is reflected once more in the world of today, and the chapters of this
book speak not only about the civilization of the past but also about the hope for
a new advance. This is not something simple. The great majority of Armenians
live in the diaspora: in the U.S.A., Europe, and elsewhere. Armenia is poor and
underdeveloped, in part a consequence of long years of Soviet domination. In
addition, a conflict has arisen between Armenia and the Azeris for control of the
territory of Karabakh, and the two states, Armenia and Azerbaijan, are hostile to
each other. The Azeris speak a language related to Turkish, which does not help
at all to tackle the bilateral problems. But for the diaspora, Armenia would
scarcely be able to rise out of its poverty; yet, even with the help of the diaspora,
it is not finding it easy. More and more intellectuals seem to leave the country,
and financial aid in itself is insufficient. In spite of all this, present-day Armenia
constitutes the core of Armenian national consciousness, and the hopes of many
Armenians are centered on that small mountainous country.

Still, this is not enough. This book depicts the diaspora and seduces the reader
with the taste of Armenian dishes, memories of childhood places, and the
ambitions for a future that will hopefully be better. The biographical sketches of
intellectuals, artists, journalists, and others are most interesting, and produce a
complicated kaleidoscope of a divided but lively people that is trying, once again,
to rediscover its ethnic coherence. Armenian civilization does not consist solely of
stories about a far-off past, but also of traditions and a national consciousness
suggestive of a future that will transcend the present.

The solution is not to consign the genocide to the past, even though it took
place more than ninety years ago and there are hardly any living witnesses of it
left. To avenge it on present-day Turks, who are not to blame for what happened
at that time, would be criminal, senseless, and counterproductive. But to arrive at
an understanding with the Turkey of today can only be achieved after a
recognition of the historical realities. In the meantime, life goes on, and one
should neither forget history, nor allow oneself to be dominated by the trauma.
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Development of a distinctive culture, promotion of their own language and
script, and the willingness to coexist amicably with different peoples and cultures,
very much including the Turkish people, seem to be what this book is trying to
promote. The attempt being made here to make this clear to an international
readership is extraordinarily important and, let us trust, also productive.

Yehuda Bauer
Jerusalem, Winter of 2005



